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IN THE TOPS OP THE MULBERRY TREES 

There are certainly sounds of the going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees. The rustling of the leaves can clearly be 
heard by those whose ears are attuned to the divine apprise- 
ment. This is the moment for the forces of Christian educa- 
tion to be pulling up stakes and moving forward. That some 
of the stirrings are in the hearts of the people it is the purpose 
of this issue of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION to set forth. Dur- 
ing the month of May several notahle conferences and meet- 
ings in behalf of increased educational efficiency were held. 
Among these there are reported here the meeting at Wash- 
ington on college standardization, the meeting at Garden City 
on unification, and the hearing before the Senate and House 
Committees on Education on the relation of education to the 
proposed Department of Public Welfare, and the conference 
with President Harding at the White House and with General 
Sawyer in the State, Army, and Navy Building on the same 
subject. 



THE FRIENDS OP EDUCATION TESTIFY BEFORE THE 
SENATE AND HOUSE COMMITTEES 

A large and impressive gathering of educational repre- 
sentatives appeared before the Senate Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor and the House Committee on Education at the 
Capitol on May 18. Practically every important educational 
agency of the country was present and with exception of the 
Roman Catholic interests, all were heard from. The evidence 
was consistent and cumulative. Protest followed protest 
against the inclusion of education as a submerged division in 
the proposed department. Evidence was submitted from 
many sources that in the judgment of educational leaders the 
present status of education as a bureau in the Department of 
the Interior is preferable to the proposed disposition of educa- 
tion as a relatively small item of interest under an assistant 
secretary of the Department of Public Welfare with a budget 
of one-half of one per cent of the total budget of the Depart- 
ment. The witnesses in behalf of Christian education were 
Professor W. S. Athearn representing the merged Sunday 
School interests, Dr. Howard B. Grose, representing the Re- 
ligious Press, and Dr. R. L. Kelly, who spoke for the Council 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



of Church Boards of Education and the Association of Amer- 
ican Colleges. He made the observation that while the agen- 
cies for which he spoke represent approximately one-half of 
the student enrollment and one-half of the permanent endow- 
ments in higher education, they were asking no favors from 
the Federal Government for themselves. American Protestants 
have no system of parochial schools. They send their children 
by the million to the public schools. They believe in these 
schools. Indeed, they look upon the creation of the public 
school system from the kindergarten to the graduate depart- 
ments as the most remarkable single achievement of the western 
hemisphere and they wish to see the Federal Government give 
this system recognition somewha.t commensurate with its 
dignity and significance. They are alarmed at the threatened 
action of the Congress in placing its approval upon a continu- 
ation of the present subordination of education. 



CONFERENCE WITH PRESIDENT HARDING 

Following the hearing at the Capitol end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue the representatives of Christian education went to the 
White House where they appeared before the President and 
registered a unanimous and decisive objection to the proposed 
sidetracking of education. President Harding asked for the 
reasons why education should not be made a part of the new 
department, and the essential ones were given.* The Presi- 
dent objected that there must not be federal control of educa- 
tion and his attention was called to the fact that although he 
had a Secretary of Agriculture in his Cabinet, there was no 
federal control of agriculture. He objected again that there 
must be a curtailing of expenses and the reply was that what 
the educational forces sought chiefly from the Federal Govern- 
ment was not money but adequate leadership which they never 
had and could not have under the proposed arrangement. To 
this he replied, "We are not so far apart," although he dis- 
tinctly stated he was not convinced that education should be 
excluded from the proposed department. 



*An excellent summary of these reasons may be found in the re- 
marks by President MeCracken of Lafayette College, found on another 
page. 



